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FARRANT, Major Daniel             

 
Gunner, 164 
YI Trench Mortar Battery,  
Royal Garrison Artillery  
formerly SR/164, Royal Garrison Artillery 
formerly 7538, Royal Regiment of Artillery 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday 9th November 1916 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: St Sever Cemetery Extension 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 38 years 
 
Major Daniel Farrant was born in 1878, the second son of George Farrant and his 
wife, Sally nee Iron. His parents had married in Haverhill in September 1862 and by 
the time Major was born his parents, brother George and sister Georgina were living 
in Chauntry Croft. Major probably had little memory of his elder sister as she died 
when she was just eleven years old in February, 1882. Two months later more 
tragedy hit the family when his mother, Sally died too. 
 
In October, 1882 Major’s father married widow Frances Howard, a mother of two 
sons, George William who was two years older than Major and Francis who was a 
year younger. The family settled at 35 Mill Road which was to remain their home 
until at least 1922. 
 
On 27th December 1894, aged 16, Major enlisted at Great Yarmouth joining the 
Royal Regiment of Artillery, as No.7538, for 7 years in the colours and 5 years on 
Reserve. He gave his age as 18 years, his next of kin was his father George Farrant 
of Mill Road, Haverhill. He was single, a striker, 5 feet 6¾ inches tall, and weighed 
132 lbs with a chest measuring 33" to 35". He had brown eyes, dark brown hair and 
was Church of England. He was at the depot from 1st January 1895 until 13th 
November when he went to Halifax, Nova Scotia serving there until 23rd October 
1897. He was then posted to St Lucia (British West Indies). The Royal Artillery was 
split into two groups on 1st January 1902, the Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field 
Artillery being one and the Royal Garrison Artillery the other. Major became part of 
the Royal Garrison Artillery. On 13th April 1902 he left St. Lucia to go to Gibraltar 
where he stayed until 27th October 1902. He served for 12 years before being 
discharged on 26th December 1906. During these twelve years, Major had two home 
postings and it was during one of these that he met his future wife, Alice Edith Mayes 
whom he married in Ealing on 21st June, 1904. In 1911 Major was living in Woolston, 
Southampton with his wife and mother in law and he had found employment as a 
shipping repair worker.  
 
In spite of being 38 years of age when war broke out, Major enlisted on the 20th 
August 1914 joining the Royal Garrison Artillery Special Reserve. His service record 
tells us that he was 5ft 8½ ins tall with brown eyes and dark brown hair. He stated 
that his religion was Church of England. After a short period of home service Major 
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embarked for France on 17th March 1915. He was posted to No 5 (later becoming YI) 
Trench Mortar Battery at the end of May 1915.  

 
Trench mortars were used in a variety of 
defensive and offensive roles, from the 
suppression of an enemy machine-gun, sniper 
post or other local feature, to the coordinated 
firing of barrages. Fire from the Trench Mortar 
Batteries usually drew swift retaliation from the 
enemy.  
 
Mortar crews have been described as "the 
suicide club....desperate men, brave as 
anything, rather nervy though".  
 

 
In August 1915 Major was wounded in the field and admitted to 8 Field Ambulance 
with shrapnel wounds to his back but within days he had re-joined his unit. In 
December 1915 he was granted some leave in UK, some treasured time spent with 
his wife no doubt. By 19th February 1916 he was back with 5 Trench Mortar Battery. 
 
Major’s Trench Mortar Battery was involved in the Battle of Ancre Heights, the 
penultimate battle of the Somme offensive which began on 1st October, 1916.  

 
A casualty form for Major Farrant tells 
us that the following month, on 3rd 
November 1916, he was seriously 
wounded, suffering gunshot wounds to 
his face, knees, forearm and his left leg 
which was amputated. He died of his 
wounds in the field hospital at Rouen.  
 
 

The South West Suffolk Echo reported that a 
letter had been received by Major’s wife in 
which the Lt Col in command at No 10 General 
Hospital wrote: “No doubt before this letter 
reaches you, you will have received information 
from the War Office that your husband died 
from his wounds….He was admitted to 10 
General Hospital on November 4th suffering 
from gunshot wounds of both legs, thighs, 
abdomen and chest; blood poisoning set in and 
he became delirious the following day; his 
condition became critical and I regret to say he 
took a turn for the worse on 8th inst and passed 
away at 9.40pm. During his stay in this hospital 
he was under the care of a surgical specialist.”  
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Major Daniel Farrant was buried in the St Sever Cemetery Extension on 10th 
November 1916. 

 
 

 
 
St Sever Cemetery Extension photo courtesy of CWGC 
 
 
 
 
 
 


